In the present case the patient was very careful and followed my instructions to the letter, and there was not a bad symptom during the whole progress to cure. Some slight swelling about the throat and angles of the jaw occurred on the third and fourth days; but it soon subsided, and gave her no more annoyance.
On the 16th of September, cicatrization was complete, and the two sides of the jaw were completely united by osseous deposit. On slightly pulling the silver-wire which had been passed through the holes on each side of the symphysis, it came away, having ulcerated through the bone. For some days previous to this, I had desired the patient to shake the wire so as to loosen it, and when I pulled it it came away without difficulty. Ten days previously, being satisfied that little or no pus was formed in the mouth, I removed the drainage tube, and the hole below the chin soon closed.
On the 20th of September, before she was dismissed, I made a careful examination of the state of the parts, and requested my colleague, Mr Lister, to do so also. The result was most satisfactory.
As far as the operation was concerned it was a perfect success. Every point of the incision was completely cicatrized. The jaw was united. The parts in the mouth felt soft and yielding, and there seemed no trace of the disease left. On looking into the mouth the tongue occupied the middle line, and it was only on careful inspection that one could detect which half had been removed. She could swallow very well, and articulation, though somewhat defective, was sufficiently distinct to enable her to make herself understood; in fact, Was much better than when she returned with the extension of the disease. She was free from pain, which she had not been for months, so that she was able to sleep soundly, and this had had such an effect on her general health that she was stouter, fresher, and altogether better than for a long time previously. The only thing that annoyed her was a copious salivation, which seemed to fill her mouth frequently with fluid, and necessitated the frequent use of a handkerchief.
I saw her at her own home, at Arran, a fortnight after she left the hospital, and I found her still more improved. Articulation better; salivation much less; appetite good; had good rest at night, and was in every way very comfortable.
